News
TV award for Victoria
Last October, when we took our
Battlefield Tour to France and
Belgium, we were very lucky to
be accompanied by Victoria
Cook, a BBC Reporter who
subsequently edited and
broadcast four three minute
features about Thame
Remembers on BBC South
News.
We were thrilled to learn that
Victoria had been nominated for
a Royal Television Society
award in the category “ Best
Feature or Strand within a News
or Magazine Programme” for this coverage. It was great news to learn that her
excellent work had also been recognised by her peers.
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Crosses Recently
Delivered
12 February 2016
Captain
John Alexander Summerhayes
Royal Army Medical Corps
. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .

Derek Turner

Neippe-Bois Cemetery
Nord, France
. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .

25 February 2016
Lieutenant Colonel
George Alfred Edsell

Royal Army Medical Corps
. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .

Allan Hickman

Kingston on Thames Cemetery
Surrey, England
. . . . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . .. . . . . .. .

In sharing the news of her nomination Victoria wrote “Everyone here in the newsroom is really pleased that your
project captured the judges’ attention. It is truly deserving of a nomination. It has also prompted many of us to watch
back the series, nearly four months on (where did that time go?!). It really is great to hear all the stories again and to
see the scale of the project you have taken on. I really hope I can win it for all of you. If I don’t, it certainly won’t be a
reflection of the project. We had such a lot of lovely feedback about the BBC coverage. The views of the films online
were well into the tens of thousands.”
We are delighted to hear that Victoria has won the award, which was presented at a ceremony in Winchester on
Friday 4 March. David Bretherton said. “Victoria‘s professionalism and easy manner made her a joy to work with.
This award is a great recognition of her work, and justifies the trust that we and BBC Oxford put in her. We are
delighted for her and for the extra exposure it brings to the project.” Mike Dyer added. “ It was a great boost for
Thame Remembers when the BBC agreed that Victoria could join our Battlefield tour and her presence enhanced rather
than detracted from the experience. She was able to capture the
significance of the project and bring out some very personal
insights, without ever intruding on our most introspective thoughts
and emotions. We are proud to have become a part of her success
and wish her all the best for her future career .”
To celebrate we will be holding a small reception for Victoria in
Thame in the next few weeks. To coincide with this wonderful
news our website developers, Pentangle, have now added a link on
the home page of our web site to enable direct access to Victoria’s
features in the BBC archives.
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Poppy Factory Visit

In Flanders Field
John MacCrae

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the Dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies
grow
In Flanders fields.

We Shall Keep the Faith
Moina Michael
Oh! you who sleep in Flanders Fields,
Sleep sweet - to rise anew!
We caught the torch you threw
And holding high, we keep the Faith
With All who died.
We cherish, too, the poppy red
That grows on fields where valour led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies,
But lends a lustre to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead
In Flanders Fields.
And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

This month staff from Thame Town Council joined some of the
Thame Remembers team in a visit to the Poppy Factory in
Richmond. We were surprised to learn that The Poppy Factory
is a separate charity from the Royal British Legion although
most of its products are sold through the British Legion.
We also learned the origin of the poppy emblem. It all started
with the famous poem by Major John McCrae, but in 1919 this
was enhanced by Moina Michael in the USA where the first
remembrance poppies were sold.
By 1920 Frenchwoman Madame Anna Guérin, known as “The
French Poppy Lady”, was encouraging people to use the red
Flanders poppy as a way of remembering those who had
suffered in war, making poppies in France for sale in England
and USA.
In 1922 the Poppy Factory was established in the Old Kent
Road, south London. It was the idea of Major George Howson
MC, founder of The Disabled Society for disabled exservicemen and women. By making artificial poppies for sale
around the anniversary of the 1918 Armistice, the Poppy
Factory could employ disabled men throughout the year.
In 1933 the demand for poppies for Remembrance Day was
such that the Poppy Factory had to move to larger premises in
Richmond, Surrey. Demand continues to grow each year and
the Poppy Factory
now produces
nearly 40 million
poppies for
wreaths, sprays
and buttonholes. It
still employs and
houses disabled ex
servicemen and
women.
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Battlefield Tour Changes
Despite our proud announcement last month we are having to make changes to
the arrangements for the Battlefield tour. We have encountered problems getting
suitable accommodation, primarily in Arras where there is a Motor Car rally on
the weekend that we planned to visit.
For various personal reasons it has not been
possible to achieve an alternative date in the
Autumn this year and so our proposal is to
move to 18—23 May 2017. We hope that
this does not prove too much of a
disappointment to those who had booked
and may be a better date for others.
At least it will be warmer but the cost
unfortunately is likely to rise slightly.

This newsletter is printed
and published by Thame
Museum Trust and
distributed free to all
This paper is intended as a
digest of news items about
the
Thame
Remembers
project to keep the people of
Thame up to date with what
is happening.

Thame Remembers
79 High Street
Thame
OX9 3AE
01844 212801

www.thameremembers.org

Two Doctors

Our cross deliveries recorded this
month were both for men of the Royal

Army Medical Corps, but that is not the only similarity. Both men lived at the same house
in Thame; Redholme in the High Street. next to the Museum.
Dr George Alfred Edsell was in practice there from about 1887 prior to moving to Surbiton
in 1907. Captain John Summerhayes was the son of local GP Dr John O Summerhayes who
took over the practice from Dr George Edsell and lived there until the mid 1920s.

Poignant Contact
Last week we were contacted via e-mail from far
distant New Zealand. The e-mails, which in
many ways justify our project and all that we
are trying to achieve, are shared with you here.
Sandra says that she was emotional watching
the videos but her words bring out emotions too.
Cpl Joseph Brown died in France in April 1918
serving with the OBLI Territorials. CWGC list him
as “son of A Bateman of 2 Towersey Rd, Thame.”
From: Sandra Choate
I wanted to pass on my thanks for the information you
have posted on Corporal Joseph Brown. My family did not
have any information on him other than his birth date. I
came across your website and the information confirmed
that he was in fact my great uncle. My mother, aunts and
uncles are very grateful to the people who researched and
posted this information. We feel like we have found a
missing member of our family.
Thank you
Sandra

Hello Mike
Thank you for your reply and additional information.
I watched the BBC clips and felt such thankfulness that
you have all put so much time and effort into making
sure the stories of these Thame men are not lost.
I have to admit to feeling very emotional when I read
your account of being at Joseph's gravesite.
At this point we do not have any more information on
Joseph but I will definitely pass on anything that comes
up in the future.
My mother, two Aunts and an Uncle were sent to New
Zealand as part of the British governments Child
Migration Scheme after World War 2. They did not have
very much information about their mother’s side of the
family (the Browns). Their sister was adopted within
the family and remained in England. She came to New
Zealand for a holiday and was here when I found your
site. Since returning to Reading, she has visited the
Thame war memorial and shared the photos with us.
As you can imagine, researching someone with the
surname Brown has proven to be very difficult and I do
not imagine I would have made the connection without
your wonderful project.
Thank you again.
Sandra Choate

Thame Remembers is a project of Thame, Oxfordshire to commemorate the centenary of World War One by researching
those from Thame who fell in all conflicts worldwide, and remembering them by placing a Thame Cross on their grave or
memorial wherever in the world that may be. If you feel that you can help please contact Dave on 01844 21 5178.
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