News
Verity and Steve’s story
From a very early age, stories of WWII were never too far away. With the
Official Secrects Act well and truly over, it emerged my grandmother had
been a Wren, sending vital German Morse Code to the Bletchley Park
intelligence HQ. I spent hours listening to her recollections, although my
memory always let me down when I tried to recall her experiences to others.
She is one of many national heroes; recognised by GCHQ, with a medal
presented by no other than HRM herself. We also had the pleasure of a
family outing to Bletchley for her 80th landmark birthday.
I recall loving war history lessons at school and I would always fully engage
with war documentaries, films and dramas on the TV or at the cinema. And
then came Thame Remembers….
Last year, my partner and I moved into the area and had just returned from
a European driving holiday (having seen Dunkirk, Ypres, Menin Gate and
Tyne Cot), when we came across the project at a Thame event. Instantly it
connected with us both and we vowed to support the project in 2015 when
we would repeat our Euro trip, but with a different route.
Having consumed so much about D-Day in the
past, we had to visit Normandy. We searched the
site and found two casualties from WWII killed in
action around that period (Pollicott and Miller). We
had no ties or connections with these gentlemen,
but it felt right to help in our very small way.
Our travels had taken us far and wide, visiting 5
countries over two weeks, but we still had an
important duty to undertake. Bastogne had offered
us plenty of war history from the Ardennes, but
the Normandy landings and beaches would provide
the perfect finale to our holiday. Pte Pollicott rests
in a small town called Brouay,
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Crosses Recently
Delivered
31 March 2015
QMS Charles H Howlett
Royal Artillery
..............................

Liz Barker
Brandhoek Cemetery, Belgium

Pte Joseph Squires
Machine Gun Corps
..............................

Pieter-Paul Barker,
Lijssenthoek Cemetery, Belgium.

6 April 2015
Pte Reginald A Miller
Dorset Regiment
..............................

Steve Perry
Bayeux Cemetery,
Normandy, France.

L/Cpl Albert H Pollicott
Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry
..............................

Verity Platek
Brouay Cemetery,
Normandy, France

17 April 2015
Cpl Joseph Brown
Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry
..............................

Catherine Jones
St Venant Cemetery,
Nord, France

18 April 2015
Pte Reginald J Culverwell

Korea delivered

Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry
..............................

Margaret Bretherton
Louvencourt Cemetery,
Somme, France

As we write we are waiting confirmation of a
cross being delivered to Busan in Korea.
A chance conversation revealed that a Korean
War veteran from Thame was travelling to Korea
this month and would be visiting Busan UN War
Cemetery. This was very fortunate as Busan
(formerly Pusan) is on the southern tip of the
Korean peninsular and thus the cemetery is not
on the normal business or tourist route.
We hope to report more in our next newsletter.

2nd Lt Francis W Fielding
London Regiment
..............................

Michael Hutson
Gommecourt Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France

Pte William Noel Smith
Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry
..............................

Cliff Baker
Hubuterne Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France
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Rifleman Sidney M Dicker
King’s Royal Rifle Corps

How are we doing?

..............................

Cliff Baker

18 crosses have been delivered last month so we thought it may be time to

Bulls Rd Cemetery, Fler,
Somme, France.

Brilliantly is the answer.
show how we are doing.
Most of the Group allocation is for the Battlefield tour in October and so by
the end of the year we will have passed half way.
There are still some difficult destinations to cover so do let us know if
anyone from Thame is going to
North Africa or the Middle East.
Delivered
Their are also opportunities to
53
78
Allocated
deliver crosses within UK.
Prov allocation Ind
We hope soon to have a mapping
Prov allocation Grp
10
feature on the website to make it
18
Remaining
easier to check against your travel
37
plans.

Private Sam Howlett
Royal Berkshire Regt
..............................

Patsy Baker
Dernancourt Cemetery,
Somme, France

Private George E Ladbrook
Gloucestershire Regt
..............................

Mike Dyer
Courcelles-au-Bois Cemetery,
Somme, France

Private John Boxell Shaw
Royal Welsh Fusiliers
..............................

David Bretherton
Delville Wood Cemetery,
Somme, France

Private Mark Wells
Royal West Surrey Regt
..............................

Ian Jones
Montauban Cemetery,
Somme, France

Lt Ethelbert G S Wagner

A Moving Target
A cross was delivered last weekend to the grave of Sidney Maskell Dicker who
lived in Chinnor Road, Thame and died in France 1916. Further research has
shown that his son Charles Maskell-Dicker was killed in the battle for Caen in
1944. The family had moved to Deal in Kent in the 1930s where Charles was
a teacher and so had no-one in Thame to remember them. Until now that is.
As his grave is in Caen this should not prove too difficult to deliver, but it
now takes our target to 196.

Royal Flying Corps
..............................

Michael Hutson
Achiet-le-Grand Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France

19 April 2015
Private Charles R M Morris
Royal Fusiliers
..............................

Patsy Baker
Monchy Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France

Private Arthur Rush
Oxf & Bucks Light Infantry
..............................

Michael Hutson
Aubigny Cemetery,
Pas de Calais, France

Mark “Mickie” Wells
Information on our casualties may come
from the most unexpected sources.
On our recent trip to France we laid a
cross on the grave of Mark Wells, but on
approaching the grave it was obvious that
someone had been there recently.
There was a plaque by the headstone
placed there by his grandnephews in
2008. A visit to their website http://www.joatmoa.co.uk/mickie/ gave us
all we could hope for in research material to
write his delivery report.

Private Albert A Trinder
A young
“Mickie” as he
would have
looked when he
lived in Thame
and one of his
dog tags

Essex Regiment
..............................

Mike Dyer
Vis en Artois Memorial,
Pas de Calais, France

Lt Stanley H Winkley
Royal Air Force
..............................

(pictures taken
from the website)

David Bretherton
Flying Services Memorial,
Arras, France
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Verity and Steve’s story (Cont from Page 1)
just off the E46 (between Caen and Bayeux). We arrived not really sure of what to expect or how we would
feel. The cemetery wasn’t vast, but it was immaculately preserved (a credit to the Commonwealth War
Graves Commission). We located the visitor’s book, actioned all the requirements from the project to-do
list and made our way to the graves. I began to get quite nervy as we walked along the rows. What if we
couldn’t find him? With immense relief, I found his grave, alongside many of his comrades from the same
division. My happiness at locating his grave was short-lived as I remembered the actual reason why I was
there and what the grave symbolised. This poor fella had made the ultimate sacrifice and paid for it with
his life. He was no age either...
It was certainly a sobering experience and the mood was reflective. We
didn’t really speak to each other. Both of us deep in thought. We didn’t
really know how to behave or how to end it, but my partner left a
fitting tribute by tapping Pollicott’s grave and saying we will never
forget you. Pollicott rests with two other Thame casualties and many
other local Oxon and Bucks people. We were pleased we had chosen a
cemetery that was not well known and probably received little footfall.
We continued our journey to Bayeux where our late hotel check-in
would give us time to explore. We immediately drove to the main war
museum and paid for entry. A tannoy announcement informed us of an
English video about to take place giving details of D-Day. The video
added to our growing knowledge and made our next cross delivery
even more poignant. Pte Miller is the only Thame casualty resting in
Bayeux, but the cemetery is horribly colossal. 5,000 fallen soldiers. The
enormity of the cemetery was hard to ignore, graves stretched in all
directions. Again immaculately maintained.
The responsibility of delivering the cross was handed over to me. I felt different to how I felt with
Pollicottt as the unknown had gone. But, somehow, I felt a closer connection to him. Out of the 190+
casualties, I had somehow chosen him. Locating the grave took some time, but in the middle of the row,
Reginald A Miller stood proud in the evening sunshine. We had done it… two Thame crosses delivered.
I stood for some time, staring at his grave, trying to
contemplate what life may have been like during his
brief war involvement. It was impossible, it’s too hard
to comprehend. I didn’t say anything at the time, but I
looked skyward and wondered if Miller may have been
looking down. My partner had wandered off to explore
the Polish graves (given her family connections to
Poland).
As we walked away, an Irish couple approached me
asking for assistance to locate a grave. I had the
cemetery layout in my hand and was glad to help. Out
of 5,000 graves, they were looking for someone in the
same area as Miller. Even more uncanny was that this
person was on the same row! Having shown them the
cross we had delivered, just 5 graves away stood their
man. Was it a sign? Maybe not… but one of those circumstances that is hard to explain.
Final thoughts…
Now we are back, we watch with absolute intrigue as the project gathers momentum. 2018 will soon be
upon us and I urge you to help out if you are heading to any of the areas around the world. Very few
communities have such a project in place that can bond so many.
No one involved does it for the glory and each person will feel differently, but just because many of us
weren’t born during either war, we each should find a way to thank our ancestors for providing us with a
democratic, mainly peaceful existence. The mind boggles to think of what our world would be like if the
result had been the other way.
Steve Perry (34)
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A Group with Similar Aims
During our recent trip to the Somme we found the name of another
group in the Visitor Books at two cemeteries.
Rutland Remembers has similar objectives in remembering and
visiting their war dead, although they have confined themselves to
WW1.
We wish them well with their project and fully expect to encounter
them again on our Battlefield Tour in October. Their website is:
http://www.rutlandremembers.org/

Help for CWGC
We were delighted recently to agree a request from The Commonwealth War Graves Commission to use
our research material for one of their projects.
The CWGC are looking to make more information available on each of their memorials through a web
based link. A researcher contacted us to utilise our
research for Pte Albert Thomlinson who is listed on the
Dunkirk Memorial.
Although we had posted our report the research is still
not complete because of an inconsistency.
He is listed
on the Memorial as one of the missing, yet reports say
that he died in a prisoner of war camp where he would
have been buried. Our researches will continue
through German and Red Cross records.
Albert was one of three brothers captured prior to
Dunkirk, the others being possibly John Robert and
Lloyd Victor. The brothers surely returned to Thame and
there could be a family here who could help us.

Tour Diary Arras Trip 17-21 April
The four members of the Thame Remembers Steering Group, accompanied by three spouses and our
volunteer driver Michael Hutson, set off in the middle of the month on a fact finding tour to the Somme
Battlefields, as advance reconnaissance for the October coach tour. We delivered a number of crosses
during our visit, concentrating on those that would not be accessible by coach, and Cliff Baker has
kindly shared his diary of the trip.
Friday - setting off at 8.00am from the Town Hall, we are
all looking forward to being inspired and challenged, in
anticipation of a shared experience that will also be
intensely personal, but will always be re-lived and recalled.
Off the ferry our first port of call is at St Venant-Robecq
Road cemetery where Catherine Jones lays a Thame
Remembers cross at the grave of Cpl Joseph Brown, Ox and
Bucks Light Infantry, who died 97 years ago yesterday. As
we read the exhortation and observe a minutes’ silence for
the first of many times during our trip we can also see that
he is surrounded by the graves of his comrades who had
travelled with him from their homes in Blighty. The thought
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of all these young men with lives ahead of them not coming home, and the pain of all those unwanted
telegrams being delivered across our county and beyond, is almost tangible.
On to the Vimy memorial, awesome, majestic and dominating the ridge that had cost so many lives to
attain, and forever giving us a Canadian outpost in the French countryside. So many names and so
difficult to find the one we wanted, but each name held with reverence and respect by the stone figures
who guard them.
Saturday – an early start, up and out by 8.30 for what will prove to be a monumental day.
Through the course of the day we lay ten crosses at various cemeteries across the Somme, made real and
personal by their biographies and their links with our town. One man was buried next to a 16 year old,
and another adorned with a personal tribute from his
great nephews.
We stood in the sun, in silence at one grave, a chilly
wind but a real sense of peace, when from the corner
of my eye I am sure I saw for a moment a khaki figure
stood proud and erect who gave a nod of approval to
our small act of remembrance.
The first action of the Somme was bought to life for
us by Ian. It was humbling to stand in the very place
and to see and understand the closeness of the
trenches and the fighting, the knife edge between life
and death so real. To walk the battlefield and to see
Lochnagar Crater Memorial
the depth of the craters at odds with the greenness of
the countryside, to imagine it as a sea of mud without
a tree in sight, all in contrast with the innocence of the grazing sheep , made it difficult to comprehend
but extremely powerful.
A short uphill hike to see the Hawthorn crater, witness to the first of many explosions under the enemy
front line, was followed by a visit to the Ulster Tower and then on to Thiepval before also taking in
Lochnagar, which is not a lake but another mine crater.
Sunday - we delivered just two crosses and two wreaths in the morning. The walls in the Arras Memorial
were filled by 35,000 names of missing troops, never found but always remembered, almost too much to
take in and understand.
We were also lucky to happen upon one of the
The German Cemetery.
few German war cemeteries, this being at
Neuville St.Vast and containing the remains of
44,833 men, four to a grave and marked by
iron crosses, and were surprised to find
headstones amongst the crosses bearing the
Star of David.
In contrast to the CWGC cemeteries there were
trees amongst the graves and it was less stark
and more peaceful. It felt strangely
impersonal, but nevertheless very moving.
Then followed a real treat. Ian had arranged
special permission
to take us down into a souterain, an underground quarry used as a shelter
from the constant barrage of artillery, a place of relative safety from the
weather and the shells where soldiers could grab some sleep or write their
letters home. The graffiti was timeless, funny, and touching, with regimental
badges carved into the chalk with real pride. Some soldiers had carved their
own names, a timeless reminder that they had briefly inhabited this
underground refuge from the violence above.
Sitting in Arras square in the evening sunshine and enjoying a beer was just
what we needed as we shared our thoughts, reflected on all that we had seen
and experienced, and basked in the sheer joy of being free and alive.
We will remember them, and we will be back in October.
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Re-checking the Thame Gazette
My early history research experience taught me that when you spend time
researching at a record office you should always collect all relevant information
and not to cherry pick just those that at the time look interesting. You will
regret it later and probably have to go back and do the work again.
Why then did we not heed that advice when first reviewing the war-time Thame
Gazettes? Maybe it was just eagerness to get the project going.
Nevertheless, Allan and I are now spending time at the Oxfordshire History
Centre, Cowley carefully looking through the Gazettes for any WW 1 or WW 2
articles with information about Thame soldiers, sailors and airmen. Not just who
died but who was promoted, honoured, wounded or maybe missing. Each
snippet of information adds to an individual’s story. This can make the final
research easier and the story much more
interesting to read.

This newsletter is prited and
published by Thame Museum
Trust and distributed free to
all .
This paper is intended as a
digest of news items about
the Thame Remembers
project to keep the people of
Thame up to date with what
is happening.

Thame Remembers
79 High Street
Thame
OX9 3AE
01844 212801
www.thameremembers.org

We will have to extend after the war years too
as this cutting for Mark Wells shows. (This
looks like it was published well after the war
ended.)
Thame Gazette: 5 February 1918.
Mrs J White of 2 Tythrop Terrace Thame has received
information from her husband Corporal J White ASC
who is in France that he has been granted the Mons
Ribbon.
Corporal White joined up in Aug 1914.
Thame Gazette: 12 October 1915.
Mrs Cozier of Wellington Street Thame has received
intimation that her husband has been missing from his
Regiment since Sept 25th.
Thame Gazette: 10 September 1918.
Captain Philip Hewetson Loyal North Lancs Regt only
son of Rev . W Hewetson who was vicar of Thame
1898-1905 missing since 27th May. No further news.

Undated newspaper cutting—probably from Thame Gazette
Thame Gazette: 15 January 1918.
Mr & Mrs Limmings of Park St, Thame last week received
official intimation that their youngest son Private Thomas
Limmings has been missing since November 30th.
Pte Limmings belonged to the Royal Berkshire Regt and went to
France in October last.
Thame Gazette: 22 January 1918.
Mrs T Limmings of East St Thame has received a postcard from
her husband who was reported missing stating that he is a
prisoner of war in Germany.

Of these few examples only Pte Crozier is on our list of casualties from memorials
in Thame, but Captain Hewetson needs to be added to our list and, in due course,
maybe to the War Memorial.
Richard John Philip Hewetson was born in Warwickshire but came to Thame when
he was five years old and spent many of his early years living at Thame vicarage.
He died of his wounds on 3 July 1918.
He is one of 14 additional casualties that we have identified who should be
remembered in Thame, and we fully expect to find more as our project continues.
We would be pleased to receive any war time cuttings about Thame people to add to our knowledge.
These would not necessarily be from the Thame Gazette. A full list of all newspaper articles will soon be
available from the website.
Thame Remembers is a project of Thame, Oxfordshire to commemorate the centenary of World War One by researching
those from Thame who fell in all conflicts worldwide, and remembering them by placing a Thame Cross on their grave or
memorial wherever in the world that may be. If you feel that you can help please contact Dave on 01844 21 5178.
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