
A BRITISH serviceman 
whose final resting 
place was the 

Old Christian Cemetery 
in Manama will be 
remembered as part of 
a unique endeavour by 
residents of his home town 
to honour fallen heroes 
no matter when they lie … 
anywhere in the world.

Warrant Officer Joseph Arthur 
Castle, who received the British 
Empire Medal for his service six 
years before he died in action 
at the age of 33, was buried in 
Bahrain on September 9, 1957, in 
row 30, grave 15. He lies between 
the grave of a 21-year-old flying 
officer and a plot marked simply 
RIP (rest in peace).

“I would like to visit the 
cemetery and place a cross 
on his grave some time in 
December as I’m visiting my 
son and his family in Doha for 
Christmas,” said Adrian Dite, 
who is supporting the Thame 
Remembers initiative and it 
is hoped GulfWeekly readers 
may be able to fill in missing 
details about the circumstances 
surrounding Warrant Officer 
Castle’s fate.

Thame is an English market 
town in Oxfordshire boasting 
award-winning shops, restaurants 
and cafes. Picturesque, it boasts 
a wide variety of buildings 
of historical and architectural 
interest with thatched cottages 

and timber-framed dwellings 
blending with Georgian and 
Victorian buildings.

Mike Dyer is project co-
ordinator and a founding 
member of Thame Remembers, 
run in partnership with Thame 
Museum Trust and Thame Town 
Council, and he explained that 
its mission is ‘to commemorate 
the centenary of World War 
One (WW1) by researching 
all the names on Thame War 
Memorials, for all conflicts, to 
discover more about their lives, 
to identify the location of their 
grave or memorial, and to place a 
Thame Remembers cross on each 
resting place; wherever in the 
world that may be’.

Like many good ideas, it started 
over a chat between friends and 
was the brainchild of his town 
council colleague and former 
mayor, David Bretherton. “The 
challenge immediately appealed 
to me,” said Mike, “so the two of 
us decided to make it happen and 
set about raising the funding and 
starting the research.” 

They put in about six months 
of preparation and planning 
and then launched the project 
publicly on August 3, 2014, 
the centenary of the eve of the 
outbreak of WW1. 

“We started with a list of 189 

names, remembered at graves 
and memorials in 23 countries 
over four continents – a list 
which has now increased to 
213 with the discovery of more 
casualties from Thame who were 
somehow missed off the town’s 
war memorial,” added Mike. 

“The community has responded 
magnificently and in the first 15 
months of a four-year project 
(ending 11.11.18) over 60 per 
cent of the men have already 
been commemorated in places as 
far afield as New Zealand, India, 
Tanzania, and Singapore, with 
every cross or wreath having 
been delivered by somebody 
from Thame.

“Of course, the remaining 
ones include some of the most 
difficult, such as Libya, Iraq 
… and 12 shipwrecks … so a 
considerable challenge remains.

“Regarding Warrant Officer 
Castle, we do not yet have a great 
deal of information but, now that 
Adrian has stepped forward and 
volunteered to deliver a cross 
to his grave, our researchers are 
now prioritising and we hope to 
be able to paint a fuller picture 
within the next few weeks.

“More research clearly needs 
to be done and, amongst other 
questions, why was he buried 
in Bahrain?” said Adrian. “It 
is, of course, possible that local 
sources in Bahrain may also have 
information to contribute.”
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LEST WE FORGET, JOSEPH
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REST IN PEACE: The Very Reverend Christopher Butt places a poppy on the grave 
of Warrant Officer Joseph Castle


